
January 21, 2022 

 

Dear Mary, Mother of God Family, 
 

Christ’s Peace! 
 

Good Evening! 
 

I hope and pray that all are well and continue in safety and inner joy and peace. 

 

As we continue in the liturgical calendar, we enter the Third Week of Ordinary Time, we begin 

this week with Nehemiah 8: 2-4, 5-6, 8-10; 1 Corinthians 12: 12-30; and Luke 1: 1-4, 4: 14-
21.   We are being told by the prophet, “Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord 
must be your strength!”  In addition, St. Paul reminds us, “Brothers and sisters: As a body is one 

though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, so also 
Christ.” Finally, in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus proclaims through Isaiah, “The Spirit of the Lord is 

upon Me, because he has anointed Me to bring glad tidings to the poor.  He has sent Me to 
proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind and let oppressors go free.” 
 

Sisters and brothers, the Holy Spirit is telling us that our strength comes from rejoicing in the 
Lord.  We are designated as the one body of Christ and our mission is that of Jesus, …”to bring 

glad tidings to the poor, liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind and let oppressors 
go free.”  Only God works such wonders; that is why rejoicing in the Lord must be our strength. 
As the eyes of all those in the assembly in the synagogue looked intently at Jesus, they became 

an image of what we must do as members of the Body of Christ - be Jesus Christ for others. 
 

Our parish mission is the mission of Jesus Christ and being Jesus for others. Our personal 
mission as missionary disciples is to act like members of the Body of Christ, to lift up those in 
need and to do everything in the Name of Jesus!  True rejoicing will come from this, as well 

as, the pathway to peace. 
 

As we move further into January, I wanted to keep you informed that in the light of the severe 
abrasion and cyst in my right eye that I have suffered, the surgeons suggested for me to take a 
period of extended rest.   Therefore I am taking a few days of rest beginning Friday, January 

21  - Monday, January 31.   On Monday, January 31, I have a follow up medical appointment 
with the surgeons on the status of my vision in the hopes of me returning to the parish on 

Tuesday, February 1. 
 



In my absence, Rev. Alex Carles, Parochial Vicar will be available if you have any parish 
concerns or pastoral needs.  

 

Unfortunately, I am deeply sorry I will not be able to be with the children and their parents for 

their First Sacrament of Reconciliation/Penance on Tuesday, January 25, 2022. 
 

Let us continue to pray that we all take care of ourselves and pray that we will be open to God’s 

will in our lives in our universal call to holiness.   Please know of my continued remembrance at 
daily Holy Mass and in prayer. Remember, that when we are at the Eucharist, wherever we are, 

we are in the same place.  
 

May the Blessed Mary, the Mother of God, watch over us and bring our needs and our personal 

intentions to the Heart of Her Divine Son, Jesus Christ.  
 

St. Agnes, pray for us. 
 


