Mary Mother of God — Respect for Life Meeting
May 25%, 2017

Attendees: Philomena Cellilli, Dorothy Deluca,, Nancy Fusco, Tony Fusco, John Leyendecker, Karen Leyendecker, Mike
Avolio, Marie Avolio, Trudy Madden, Carl Snipes, Mai Chirinos, Bill Chirinos, Barbara Gural, Roseann Mertes

1. Opening Prayer — Carl Snipes

2. Respect Life Literature in the Narthax
e Roseann Mertes has volunteered to keep this area up to date. She will try to get teen centered
literature as well.
3. Legislative Issues
e 20/20 was supposed to be up for vote, but nothing is showing up online
e Doug Thomson has said he would be a contact for info on results of prolife issues, perhaps we can ask
him
e People up for election
o Donna Simon — Assembly — she would like to come and talk at our Parish
o Mark Calliguire — Assembly
o Jack Cittiarelli — Govenor
e Mike Avolio is Vice Chair of the Rep Party for the township
e Marie Avolio works with the Scholorship and Credit Card Programs for the township
4. NJRTL/SCRTL Update —Carl
o 4H-Fair
o August9. 10, 11 from 10AM to 10PM
Need volunteers to man the SCRTL table located in the commercial tent in 2 hour blocks of
time
Carl will set up and take down the table, so he will man the last two hours on the 11
SCRTL is in need of a person to manage the signups for the table time slots. Carl will be
asking around.
o NJRTL Banquet
o April 28™ at the Hyatt Regency
o Starr Parker and Kevin Sorbo — both speakers were excellent
o Carl bought Kevin’s book and was a bit disappointed in that it was very secular, even though when
he spoke of his life journey he shared it as a very spiritual journey
o Kevin upcoming movies
= Let there be Light, he directs and stars in it - An atheist experiencing a near-

death experience converts to Christianity.
=  The UnMiracle - film exploring the mysteries of modern faith

= The Pastor (2018)
=  And more...



o Starr Parker shared her personal story. She works with legislators to defeat poverty
o We are hoping to get 2 tables next year (10/table)

5. Life Chain

Peaceful Prayerful event, 15t Sunday in October
Would like to try to get the youth to attend

6. Pam Stenzel

Need to come up with a date for the next DVD showing
Suggestions
o Over the summer
o For 3 consecutive days to give everyone the opportunity to see it
o Ask Fr/Dcn Chris if CCD kids can get 2-3 service hours for watching the DVD
o Should we pay for busses to take our CCD kids to see her in person?
o Brain stormed on how to get kids to come to watch it
o Make it required to view at some point during 7*" and/or 8" grade, need sign off

7. POLST — Practitioner Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment

This is different than the Advanced Directive, POLST compliments AD
What are a person’s wants/don’t wants for end of life issues

A person may be named to make changes

Defines the goal of care — Die at home? Hospice? ...

For more info contact Trudy — trudyLLB@aol.com



mailto:trudyLLB@aol.com




8. Closing Prayer —John Leyendecker

Heavenly Father, the beauty and dignity of human life was the crowning of your creation. You further
ennobled that life when your Son became one with us in his incarnation. Help us to realize the
sacredness of human life and to respect it from the moment of conception until the last moment at
death. Give us courage to speak with truth and love and with conviction in defense of life. Help us to
extend the gentle hand of mercy and forgiveness to those who do not reverence your gift of life. To all,
grant pardon for the times we have failed to be grateful for your precious gift of life or to respect it in
others. We ask this in Jesus' Name.

Amen

9. NEXT MEETING June 22



e Opening Prayer: ??
e C(Closing Prayer: ??



